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Know Before Booking a 

Pre-MOT Check

 

An MOT test is more than a yearly formality. It is 

designed to assess whether a vehicle meets 

essential road-safety and environmental standards 

at the time of testing. However, discovering a fault 
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during the official MOT can lead to unexpected 

repairs, delays, and the inconvenience of arranging a 

retest. 

This is where a pre MOT check can be useful. A 

pre-test inspection gives vehicle owners an 

opportunity to identify common issues before 

presenting their car for its official MOT. Whether you 

drive an older family car, a daily commuter, or a 

vehicle with high annual mileage, a few simple 

checks can help you prepare more effectively. 

1. Understand What a Pre-MOT Check 

Does 

A pre-MOT check is an inspection carried out before 

the official MOT test. It focuses on components that 

are commonly examined during an MOT, including 
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lighting, tyres, brakes, suspension, steering, visibility, 

exhaust emissions, and other safety-related areas. 

It is important to understand that a pre-MOT 

inspection does not guarantee an MOT pass. The 

official test is the legally recognised assessment, 

and the result depends on the vehicle's condition at 

the time of testing. 

The main benefit is preparation. Identifying potential 

problems beforehand gives the owner time to 

 



 

 

investigate and address them.

 

2. Check Your Lights and Visibility 

Lighting faults are among the relatively 

straightforward problems that can be identified 

before an MOT. 

Drivers should check: 

 

https://www.smautoservice.co.uk/affordable-pre-mot-check-trowbridge/


 

 

●​Headlights and dipped beams 

●​Brake lights 

●​Indicators 

●​Rear lights 

●​Hazard warning lights 

●​Number plate illumination 

●​Fog lights where fitted 

Windscreen condition and visibility also matter. 

Worn wiper blades, damaged glass in the driver's 

field of vision, or insufficient screen-wash fluid can 

create practical problems. 

A basic inspection of these items can often identify 

issues before the vehicle reaches the test centre. 

3. Pay Attention to Tyres and Brakes 

Tyres play a major role in vehicle safety. Before an 

MOT, check the tread, inflation pressure, and general 
 



 

 

condition of each tyre. Look for cuts, bulges, cracks, 

or unusual wear. 

Uneven tyre wear may also indicate an underlying 

issue with wheel alignment, suspension, or steering 

 



 

 

components.

 

Brakes deserve similar attention. Warning signs can 

include grinding noises, vibrations during braking, 

pulling to one side, or an unusually soft brake pedal. 
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These symptoms should not be ignored simply 

because the car still appears to stop normally. 

A professional inspection can determine whether 

brake pads, discs, hydraulic components, or other 

parts require attention. 

4. Consider a Pre MOT Check Near Me 

When searching online for a pre MOT check near 

me, vehicle owners should look beyond distance 

alone. A convenient location is useful, but the quality 

and scope of the inspection are equally important. 

Before booking, consider asking: 

●​Which components are included in the 

inspection? 

●​Is the vehicle inspected against current MOT 

requirements? 
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●​Will faults be explained clearly? 

●​Are repair recommendations prioritised by 

urgency? 

●​Can the garage carry out further diagnostic or 

mechanical checks if necessary?
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For drivers in Wiltshire, a search for pre MOT check 

Near Me Trowbridge may help identify local garages 

offering inspection services before the official test. 

The objective should be to understand the vehicle's 

condition rather than simply find the quickest 

inspection available. 

5. Do Not Ignore Warning Lights 

Modern vehicles contain multiple electronic control 

systems. Dashboard warning lights can indicate 

problems involving the engine, emissions system, 

braking system, airbags, or other components. 

A warning light should not automatically be 

assumed to mean an MOT failure, but it deserves 

investigation. 
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Modern diagnostic equipment can retrieve fault 

codes from a vehicle's electronic control modules. 

These codes provide useful information for 

technicians, although further testing may be required 

to establish the actual cause of a fault. 

This is particularly important when a warning light 

appears intermittently.
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6. Check Fluid Levels and Basic 

Maintenance 

Some problems can be identified through routine 

maintenance checks. Before an MOT, check 

appropriate fluid levels, including engine oil, coolant, 

brake fluid, and screen wash. 

Leaks underneath the vehicle should also be 

investigated. A visible fluid leak may indicate a 

mechanical problem that requires professional 

attention. 

While topping up fluids is straightforward in many 

cases, repeatedly losing fluid is not normal and 

should be investigated rather than continually 

corrected. 

7. Consider the Vehicle's Age and Mileage 

 



 

 

The condition of a vehicle is influenced by its age, 

mileage, driving environment, and maintenance 

history. 

Older vehicles may require closer attention to: 

●​Suspension components 

●​Exhaust systems 

●​Brake components 

●​Steering joints 

●​Corrosion 

●​Fluid leaks 

●​Electrical systems 

 



 

 

 

Vehicles that frequently travel short journeys can 

also experience different issues from those used 

mainly for motorway driving. Understanding how a 

vehicle is used can help technicians focus an 

inspection on relevant areas. 
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8. Understand Common MOT Failure 

Patterns 

MOT failures can occur for many reasons, but 

common areas include lighting and signalling, tyres, 

suspension, brakes, visibility, and emissions. 

Knowing these potential failure points allows drivers 

to take a more systematic approach to preparation. 

For example, a vehicle owner may notice a worn tyre 

but overlook a faulty registration plate light. A 

structured inspection reduces the chance of missing 

smaller issues that could still affect the MOT result. 

9. Choose an Inspection Based on 

Evidence 

 



 

 

A useful inspection should provide more than a 

simple statement that something is "wrong." Drivers 

should ideally receive an understandable 

explanation of the issue, its potential safety 

implications, and whether immediate attention is 

necessary. 

Clear communication is especially valuable when 

several repairs are identified. Safety-critical faults 

should generally take priority over cosmetic or 

non-urgent maintenance. 

For example, S&M Auto Service provides 

information about Affordable pre mot check Near 

Me services in Trowbridge, helping local motorists 

understand what a pre-MOT inspection can involve 

before their official test. 
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10. Treat the Check as Preventive 

Maintenance 

Perhaps the biggest benefit of a pre-MOT inspection 

is that it can highlight maintenance issues before 

they become larger problems.

 

A worn component may be relatively straightforward 

to address when identified early. If ignored, however, 
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it could contribute to additional wear or affect other 

vehicle systems. 

For this reason, a pre-MOT inspection can be viewed 

as part of responsible vehicle maintenance rather 

than simply an attempt to achieve an MOT pass. 

Conclusion 

Preparing for an MOT does not need to be 

complicated. Checking lights, tyres, brakes, visibility, 

warning indicators, fluid levels, and obvious signs of 

wear can provide a useful starting point. A 

professional pre MOT check near me can take this 

preparation further by examining important vehicle 

components before the official test. 

The key takeaway is simple: an MOT should not be 

treated as a last-minute surprise. Regular 

maintenance combined with a sensible pre-test 
 



 

 

inspection can help identify potential problems 

earlier, improve road safety, and make the annual 

MOT process more predictable for UK motorists. 

 

 

 


	1. Understand What a Pre-MOT Check Does 
	2. Check Your Lights and Visibility 
	3. Pay Attention to Tyres and Brakes 
	4. Consider a Pre MOT Check Near Me 
	5. Do Not Ignore Warning Lights 
	6. Check Fluid Levels and Basic Maintenance 
	7. Consider the Vehicle's Age and Mileage 
	8. Understand Common MOT Failure Patterns 
	9. Choose an Inspection Based on Evidence 
	10. Treat the Check as Preventive Maintenance 
	Conclusion 

