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Interior designers have long used the wing chair as a shorthand for comfort and quiet luxury, 
and that same design language has migrated into the bedroom through the wingback 
upholstered bed frame. Where a flat panel headboard simply frames the mattress, a wingback 
design actively shapes the room around it, curving inward, catching light differently across its 
folds, and giving the whole space a sense of architecture. This article looks at the design side of 
the wingback trendfabrics, colour, proportion, and how to style one as the true focal point of a 
bedroom. For a sense of how far a designer upholstered bed frame can push this silhouette, the 
Ruby Luxury Bed is a good reference point for how deep buttoning and a tall wing profile can be 
combined into a single cohesive piece. 

 

The Design Language of the Wingback Shape 

The defining feature of any wingback upholstered bed frame is the pair of side panels that curve 
or angle forward from the main headboard. Structurally, this does two things, a flat headboard 
can't draw the eye upward and inward, and it creates a sense of enclosure around the top of the 
bed, almost like a canopy without the height. This is part of why the style photographs so well 
for interior content  the wings create natural shadow lines and depth that a flat panel simply 
doesn't have. Because the shape itself is already visually rich, a modern upholstered bed frame 
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in a wingback silhouette often works best with a relatively restrained fabric choice, letting the 
structure do the talking. A more traditional interpretation, by contrast, tends to lean into heavier 
fabrics and detailing like deep buttoning or contrast piping to reinforce the classic, tailored feel. 

Fabric Choices and What They Communicate 

Fabric is arguably the single biggest factor in how a fabric upholstered bed frame reads within a 
room, and each option sends a slightly different design signal. 

Velvet remains the dominant choice for anyone chasing a genuinely luxury look. It reflects light 
unevenly across its pile, which gives the wing panels visible depth and movement rather than a 
flat block of colour; this is why so many luxury upholstered bed frames default to velvet in jewel 
tones like emerald, navy or deep plum. 

Linen and linen blends offer a softer, more relaxed alternative, and tend to suit interiors that lean 
Scandinavian, coastal or generally more paredback. A linen wingback frame in an offwhite or 
soft grey reads as considered rather than austere. 

Boucle, a more recent addition to the UK market, has become popular for its tactile, slightly 
imperfect texture; it suits a modern upholstered bed frame particularly well, softening the 
sharper lines of a contemporary wing shape. 

Faux leather brings a more architectural, slightly masculine edge, and works well in interiors that 
already use a lot of dark timber, brass or stone. 

ColourBold Statement vs Quiet Neutral 

Because the wingback shape already has strong visual presence, colour choice becomes a 
genuine design decision rather than an afterthought. A deep, saturated colour  bottle green, ink 
blue, burgundy  turns the bed into an unapologetic centrepiece, which suits bedrooms that can 
support a bolder palette elsewhere (art, cushions, a patterned rug). A neutral palette of oatmeal, 
stone, soft taupe  lets the wing silhouette itself provide visual interest while keeping the rest of 
the room flexible to change over time. 

If you're not sure which direction to take, it's worth noting that neutral wingback frames Eton Bed 
Frame tend to have longer design longevity, since they don't date as quickly as a strong 
seasonal colour might, while bold colours make more of a statement in photography and first 
impressions. 

Comparing Design Directions 

Style Direction Typical Fabric Best Suited To Design 
Longevity 
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Classic luxury Velvet, jewel tones Period homes, formal 
bedrooms 

Medium 

Modern 
minimal 

Boucle, linen, neutral 
tones 

Newbuild apartments, 
contemporary interiors 

High 

Traditional 
tailored 

Chesterfield buttoning, 
deep colours 

Period properties, classic 
schemes 

Medium–High 

Soft coastal Linen, offwhite/grey Relaxed, casual bedrooms High 

Styling a Wingback Bed as a Focal Point 

Because a designer upholstered bed frame in a wingback style already commands attention, 
the rest of the room should generally support rather than compete with it. Keep bedside furniture 
relatively simple and low profile so it doesn't visually crowd the wings. If you're using patterned 
soft furnishings elsewhere, pull one or two accent colours directly from the bed's fabric so the 
palette feels connected rather than piecemeal. Lighting matters more with a wingback frame 
than a flat headboard, since the curved wings create shadow and depth that responds well to 
warm, low level lighting from bedside lamps rather than a single overhead source. 

Custom Options for a Truly Bespoke Look 

For buyers who want full control over the finished piece, custom upholstered bed frames allow 
fabric, wing height, buttoning depth and piping to be specified individually. This is particularly 
useful if you're matching an existing colour scheme exactly, or if your room has slightly unusual 
proportions that a standard off the shelf wing height wouldn't suit. It's a more considered (and 
typically more expensive) route than buying readymade, but it's the only way to guarantee an 
exact match to an existing interior scheme. If you'd prefer a readymade option that still leans 
into a bespoke feeling finish, the Blenheim Elegant Bed is worth a look for its detailing, or you 
can browse the wider upholstered bed collection to compare finishes side by side. 
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Quick Facts on Design Trends 

●​ Velvet has remained the topsearched fabric for luxury upholstered beds in the UK for 
several consecutive years. 

●​ Jeweltoned bedroom colour schemes (deep green, navy, plum) have grown steadily in 
UK interiors searches since the early 2020s. 

●​ Boucle upholstery, originally popular in furniture, has crossed over strongly into bed 
frame design in the last few years. 

●​ Neutraltoned upholstered frames statistically have the longest resale and restyling 
lifespan, since they suit multiple subsequent colour schemes. 

●​ Deep buttoning (chesterfieldstyle) adds noticeably more perceived texture and shadow 
depth to a wingback headboard compared with a plain upholstered finish. 

Seasonal Styling Around a Wingback Bed 

A well chosen wingback frame doesn't need to be restyled every season, but small changes to 
bedding and cushions can shift its feel considerably. In colder months, layering a heavier knit 
throw and warmertoned cushions against a velvet wingback frame reinforces the enclosed, cosy 
quality the wing shape was originally designed for. In warmer months, switching to lighter linen 
bedding and softer, cooler accent colours keeps the same frame feeling fresh rather than heavy, 
without needing to change the bed itself. This flexibility is part of why a wellchosen neutral or 
jeweltoned wingback frame tends to offer better long-term value than a highly seasonal or 
trendspecific fabric choice. 



Pairing a Wingback Frame With the Rest of Your Bedroom 

A soft upholstered bed frame in the wingback style pairs particularly well with layered textiles, a 
chunky knit throw, varied cushion textures, and a wool or bouclé rug underfoot all reinforce the 
tactile quality the headboard already introduces. Avoid overly glossy or hard edged furniture 
nearby, such as high loss wardrobes, which can visually clash with the softness of the 
upholstery. Timber furniture in a warm tone, or mattefinished metal in brass or black, tends to 
complement the wingback shape more successfully than cool, reflective surfaces. 

How Lighting Changes the Way a Wingback Frame Reads 

Natural and artificial light both interact with the curved wing panels in ways worth planning 
around before you commit to a fabric. In a bedroom with strong natural light from a nearby 
window, a velvet wingback frame will show noticeably more contrast between light and shadow 
across its folds throughout the day, which can be a striking effect but also means the fabric 
colour will appear to shift depending on the time you're viewing it. Warm, lowlevel lighting in the 
evening  bedside lamps rather than a single central pendant  tends to flatter the wingback shape 
Cloud Bed Frame most consistently, since it creates soft directional shadow along the wings 
rather than flattening them under bright overhead light. If you're choosing between two similar 
velvet shades, it's worth viewing swatches in your bedroom at both midday and in the evening 
before making a final decision, since the difference can be more noticeable than expected. 

Pattern, Texture and Avoiding a Flat Look 

Because a wingback headboard already introduces strong shape and shadow, it rarely needs 
an additional patterned fabric to feel visually interesting; in fact, a bold pattern across such a 
large, curved surface can easily become overwhelming rather than elegant. Most successful 
wingback designs rely on a single solid colour or a subtle textural weave, letting the shape itself 
provide the visual complexity, while pattern is introduced elsewhere in the room through 
cushions, a throw, or a rug. This is a useful principle to keep in mind if you're tempted by a 
striking patterned fabric option it will almost always read better as an accent elsewhere in the 
bedroom than as the full headboard covering. 

Final Thoughts 

The strength of a wingback upholstered bed frame as a design choice is that it doesn't rely on 
trend driven detailing to make an impact  the shape itself does the work. Choosing the right 
fabric and colour for your specific room, rather than simply following the most photographed 
option online, is what determines whether the piece still feels right in five years rather than just 
five months. Take the time to view fabric swatches in your actual room lighting before 
committing, since colours (particularly deep velvets) can shift noticeably between daylight and 
evening lamplight 
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Frequently Asked Questions(FAQs) 

Does a wingback bed need a patterned fabric to look interesting?  

No, because the wing shape already introduces strong visual depth through its curves and 
shadow lines, a solid colour or subtle texture usually looks more elegant than a bold pattern, 
which can overwhelm such a large upholstered surface. 

What makes a wingback bed frame different from a standard upholstered 
bed? 

The wingback design has raised side panels extending from the headboard, creating a sense of 
enclosure and architectural presence that a flat panel headboard doesn't have. 

Which fabric is best for a luxury look?  

Velvet is the most commonly chosen fabric for a luxury wingback bed frame, thanks to how it 
reflects light and adds visible texture across the wing panels. 

Should I choose a bold colour or a neutral for my wingback bed? 

Bold, saturated colours make more of a design statement but suit rooms that can support a 
stronger palette elsewhere. Neutral tones tend to have longer design longevity and are easier to 
restyle around over time. 

Can I customize the fabric and detailing on a wingback bed frame? 

Yes, many UK retailers offer custom upholstered bed frames where fabric, buttoning and wing 
height can be specified individually for a bespoke finish. 
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